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f: 
Preparations for Amsterdam 


The Administrative and the Arrangements Committees for the Assembly met 
in Geneva from January 2U to 23 (see E.P.S. No. 3) and worked out the details of 
the programme for the Assembly of the World Council of Churches. 


This Assembly will be an important event in the life of the Churches. 
Hundred thirty-five Churches will be represented there, from large and small 
nations of every continent. The number of participants is expected to be 1,400: 
450 official delegates (clergy und laymen), 350 alternates, 100 delegates repre- 
senting Church youth movements, the remaining places being occupied by the press, 
5 consultants and fraternal delegates, visitors and staff of the World Council. 


§ The official allotments of seats are: 8&5 delegates from the Eastern 
Urthodox Churches, 110 from the Churches of the Continent of Europe, 60 from the 
Churches of Great Britain and Eire, 90 from the Churches of the United States and 

r Canada, 50 from the Churches of Asia, Africa, Central America and the Pacific 

Islands, 25 from the Churches of South America and Australasia, 30 from various 

minority Churches in all parts of the world. 


The Administrative Committee spent a whole day discussing the report on 
the future programme and action of the World Council, which will be submitted to 
the Assembly at Amsterdam. It was decided to publish the first number of the new 
publication "Ecumenical Review" just before the amsterdam Conference. 


The Preparatory Committee examined the work for the four Sections which 
will be set up at the Assembly, and which will supersede the four present Study 
Commissions. It was agreed that the volumes prepared for amsterdam should be 
sent out to the delegates and should then appear in their final form immediately 
after the Assembly. 


€ The Geneva Broadcasting Station arranged for a broadcast to be given by. 
_ Pastor Mare Boegner, the archbishop of Canterbury, Bishop Berggrav, Pastor Martin 
? Niewbller and Professor F.0. Nolde. 
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Pastor Boegner said how moving it was "to be responsible for chairing a 
Committee on which the most eminent personalities from the largest Christian con- 
fessions met freely and fraternally, in order to examine the results and to en- 
deavour in all modesty to evaluate the fruits of the work that had been done and 
the prospects for the future", 


For the archbishop of Canterbury the Amsterdam Conference will offer to 
representatives of very many great Churches, each preserving the integrity of its 
own Church tradition, the possibility of meeting to "establish a continuing Coun- 
cil which may serve them all and stimulate them to think, learn, work together as 
friends in the faith of Christ, Incarnate God and Saviour... amsterdam is already 
great in what it registers: we pray that it may prove to be great in what it 
initiates", 


peenee. oe said that "the most important thing is to give mankind 
hope, but not a false hope, Every man, yes every child, is in need of it now..." 
The Bishop concluded in quoting the Danish martyr of 1944, Pastor Kaj Munk, who 
said: "So mighty is the Almighty that He takes the curse in His hand and presses 
it, till drops of blessing stream from it. This is the very fact which creates 
hope". 


Professor Nolde recalled the creation by the World Council and the Inter- 
national Missionary Council of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs, whose work was to inform the Churches of what went on at U,N.O, and in 
other international political areas, and to bring to world political l.aders the 
Christian judgments which may have been reached. "The Christian contribution is 
especially significant in all areas of international problems where human factors 
are involved... Beyond the world message which Christians must proclaim to the 
world of nations lies the contribution which Christians can make in demonstrating 
a world fellowship. The Amsterdam meeting of the World Council will offer an 
opportunity for bringing all the work of Christians for world peace and order 
into sharper forms." 


Speaking of the work of reconstruction done by the World Council of 
Churches, Pastor Nieméller pointed out that the help sent to the Germans by the 
Christian Churches 211 over the world was not inspired by any political motive, 
but was entirely disinterested. It was rooted in the sense of human solidarity 
and was a practical proof that this solidarity was a reality - even today after 
all the evil that men had done, and still were doing, to one another, "Help of 
this kind shows that Christ always re-unites what sin and guilt have torn asunder, 
and what hatred and revenge are still trying to keep apart. It enables human 
dignity to be reborn and strengthened." 


The Administrative Committee adopted a Resolution concerning prisoners of 
war, which had been sent to all the Governments concerned: 


"During the summer of 1946 the Provisional Committee of the World Council 
of Churches sent an appeal to the Governments concerned, urging them to liberate 
prisoners of war. 


"Since then plans for repatriation have been drawn up, categories have 
been fixed, and at the present time certain countries have repatriated the prison- 
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ers whom they held at that time. In spite of this, at the beginning of 1948 we 
have to face the fact that there are still over a million prisoners of war in 
the world, and that some of them still do not know when they will be allowed to 
return home. 


"As the International Committee of the Red Cross said in its recent appeal: 
‘The taking of prisoners of war has only one object, that of preventing an enemy- 
soldier from taking up arms again, The prolongation of his captivity, therefore, 
area ne be justified by any military requirements, as soon as the war is actual- 
y over', 


"This prolongation of captivity results in growing demoralisation, and in 
& nihilism which gives rise to rancour and hatred, whose duration and effect are 
difficult to estimate. They therefore constitute a formidable obstacle to any 
efforts at re-educating prisoners with a view to restoring their self-respect. 
More and more marriages are breaking up every day, because the husband hes been 
away for such a long time. So more and more homes are being destroyed as a re- 
sult of the war, owing to a separation which no longer has my justification 
whatsoever e 


"Tt is true that the war-devasted countries must be reconstructed. How- 
ever, this question ought to be kept separate from that of prisoners of war, and 
should not interfere with the termination of their captivity. 


That is why the World Council of Churches urges the Powers concerned to 
repatriate prisoners of war more rapidly in future, In this appeal the World 
Council associates itself with the efforts made by other organisations in this 
direction, and invites the Churches represented in the World Council to support 
those efforts to the utmost.!! 


The Administrative Committee also unanimously approved a recommendation 
to set up a World Council of Churches Refugee Commission, to replace the former 
Keumenical Refugee Comnission,. 


The new body, which will be a Commission of the Reconstruction Department 
and Inter-Church Aid of the World Council of Churches, will be representative of 
the Churches in 14 countries, and the 3 major organisations concerned with re- 
fugee problems - Church World Service (Incorporated), Lutheran iVorld Federation, 
and the Refugee Division of the Reconstruction Department, The aim of the Com- 
mission will be the coordination and direction of a unified programme, agreed to 
by its member agencies. Its first meeting will be held at Paris from February 
26 to 29, when the Chairman will be the vev. Henry Carter, C.BeE. (London). 


i.P.S.Geneva 
INDONESIA Distribution of the Bible 


Three Bible Societies are particularly interested in the distribution of 
the Bible in Indonesia: they are the bible Societies of Holland, England and 
Scotland. They are now cooperating in a vast pregramme to print and translate 
the Bible, The requirements of the Indonesian Churches are in fact very large. 
Many of them have had no Bibles or Testaments at all for years, and other have 
not even a Testament in their own language. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
[PRE 


https://archive.org/details/eni-bulletin_ 1948-01 -30.15 4 
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Several new translations are ready for the press or in course of printing. 
At the moment 20,000 Bibles, nearly 5U,0U0 Testaments and as many Gospels are 
being published by the three Bible Societies in 7 different languages. The 
three Societies have a plan on foot which will enable them to meet numerous re- 
quests for Bibles in 9 other languages, and they are planning shortly to print at 
least 20,000 Bibles, 60,000 Testaments and over 80,000 portions. In addition to 
these re-prints, the Bible Societies have undertaken to translate or revise 
Bibles, Testaments and Gospels in 6 languages, and are hoping to receive the 
proofs this year, 


There are about 2 million Christians in Indonesia, out of a total popula- 
tion of 70 million inhabitants, most of whom are Mohamedans. Some 140 languages 
are spoken there, and up to the present the Bible has only been published, in 


whole or in part, in 48 of them, BeP.Se GENEVA 
SPAIN The Archbishop of Saragoss2 and the Protestants 


We have already published accounts of the appeals made by the Cardinal- 
Archbishop of Seville, Monseigneur Segura, and of Monseigneur Vizcarra, the head 
of "Action Catholique", demanding the closing of Protestant places of worship in 
Spain (see E.P.S. No. 41 and 42, 1947). 


The Archbishop of Saragossa, Monseigneur Domenech y Valls, writes in his 
last Official Bulletin (December 22, 1947): "In our city of Saragossa the Pro- 
testant sects have resuned their activities and are distributing books, leaflets 
and Bibles. We had set aside November 23 in order to make known the holy book”. 
and explain them to the faithful. The Protestants seized this opportunity of in- 
tensifying their propaganda openly and without discretion... This is particular 
ly serious because tne law in Spain prohibits public worship of other reli¢i +s 
and the diffusion of their doctrines. They cannot, thorcfore, proselytise exept 
by deceiving and escaping the vigilance of the authorities. Unfortunately no 
attempt is made to increase the number of followers of the Rkeformation, which is 
so discredited and completely decadent; the increase is taking place among un- 


believers, bad Spaniards and enemies of the nation," - EsPiSe Geneva 
FRANCE "For the Protestants in Spain 


{The position of the Protestants in Spain is causing anxiety even in non- 
Protestant circles. Many Roman Catholics are disturbed about the question of 
religious freedom und tolerance: which is thus arising. For instance, "Témoignage 
Chrétien" (Paris, January 23, 1948) contains an article on this subject, from 
which we quote the most important passages here: 


"Tt is time we realised that, if men are to be able to live together in 
communities, any attack on freedom of conscience or on the normal exercice of 
conscience is an attack on the universality of men, and therefore affects us very 
personally... 


"We are not taking our stand here on the plane of tne Church itself, nor 
on that of a State which is going against the course of history and trying to 
place itself on the level of the Church... But we place ourselves on the plane 
of the human community which at this moment is just awakening to fresh conscious- 
ness of its existence and its requirements...!" 


ee ant 1° Wi bra rro yr aidt bSosine adandeojoxs sdf «firtdiict etd of want ateique Dae 


ee 


as | he ee “BbOL OL mew © & golf a 


egnisaiag t% oemoo at ao veces wild to} yror ox eagebteleass wo tet “a 
yg. ome eke: spam VOR ef bey esnomdes? GG le yieeba peeld ial 06408 $c..190m aid th | 
of! . -boxsegnel Jnewlilh 0 ab evitutoe® widid eonit oft yo bedetidoy, guibed - 
o% wrremgt Joam of wold sldans Liiw doidw doek ao aaiq 8 eves aoisebrot, seme 
de sutig. of yfdiede vritnnsiq eto youd bas ,sopetanel tecito © af ealdia wt eteavp— 
Ot aoisibbs wl yemoiiroy J00,08 tevo bas etmemsden? 000,00 ,seldit 000,08 tenet 
3 etives to stsfeunit o¢ mwolsdrebny eved eeidedoot afd td afd getakiquen eomie ~ 
a wisos na pe enaeatl oe bos ceugengand 3 nk efegeod bas edaonst st esti — 

oe Aes ~ gtaey obit —_— 


pai Lato? s, le ue Skhaenobrtl oi ensivernid ekiite S duode ese wont? | 4 
J ObL cook yenebeceso om nos Yo deom yetustidsanh aodiiie Of to male 7 

gt oaietidcy nesd yimo east plot and) FuSea%G eis od go bas gated Modegs ome 
arab wba Sedl } snait to Bh ak usq at sal ae 


¥ 


een and wd wbsai eee edt %6 adephions neteifvey ybsouwds eved ok. “Ap 
_ wild .episosi¥ wemgtuenoY lo bas eu yet wonysenot ,oifivy® te 
—— le eapaly tradestoxl ‘t9 > ideal ett gaibmimeb ,"ouphiLoigad nostoAY Yo 
o (recs aS? baw Bb OH 9feTet 808). nage 


obt ni eubbwe lee ‘¢ doort-moul siompieenom esoue we To facia teeleetin ol? S« 
“wert wld veaogei? to Ulin wo al" 1(VeOL 48S tedmeoud) nivotivd intake) taek 7 
“etel beet janood yrchind adel. one br se boivides-abedt: bumcev heed Bites stratcat 
Yio edd Rwond odes: od tobto ai £S todmevoll shies tug ben-on coatienaaalilll ‘ 


carwash ek aicT ..noddsmetb gvoritiw bas Yasqo echuegeqotg thedd ghbyhianed 
“eqilex todde Yo qitesow oficivy efididord akegé at wal ent saended epee 
me cas “is oe, bigherenc, wwlrdd ~fosao yoil ,aeukrchooh tial? to nokev*hth add fa |S 
60 *Lstusdiola! .evivkvedtus uit te oomiipivy aly yohqose bas gaivioset ee = 
‘ek foidw .coldacrd'ted edt to etuwoltod to tedawe, olf vec ed ebsaral @qepeaa” 
| wm 400m aust wittid wk venotut oft ydnedeoen ¢ledalqnoe baa bedkhemekbae: 
— BreRED 42.1.2 "atottnn etd to eotewne bre ieee bod ¢ sine 


ae 


—_ 


it ad hur % uilt aii" | : : ae: _ 


mcione ih. tow > qwobuw sical wi nicgd ab edastrudery ut t Yo nots. iaog ott. 
aes meiteasup edt guods budwiakb owt eotfomtcd aemok> ym —eeleme sane 
~~ egemmlore i" ,conctent 164 »nacelts ends éf otiw oassolot bas mobootl evokghiog 
3 Prog at ~sbabdun eins go elyties os anieicoo (BOL ,CS — yeite dp = 
total aeereg daaoqed ecu mn adoup aw " a 


gt taddegot evil of Lic od of ome naw BE gtadd hophisur ow wash ak on 

te volurems fswion ont oo 419 opmuboenoo te mobeott oo spndde yan qed 4 
etuy ay atostie oigietalt bas yaam to pany sainiong old $10 wouste ye ai pao 
sank wea hlen 
ore | tom eae a _ prac: 

SeOp QLoti dowd ge to wely oid ao aed inusheee leonora ) Be 

o¢ .oiyit how \sotetet vai -envoo ott aackoun “gabey ed dodtioe: | 
: a hea iy wily SO 09: vies “0 eonls aw - Sua’ a vysiovamndd eel ‘3 
‘\eatotoauoy dastt oF sade tout ai taomam etay de 
~ | sie ke Mas evdinanoretupurt 


ae ; 
“er mahal i 


No, 4 - January 30, 1948 -5- 27 


At the time when the Commission on Human Rights, which met in Geneva last 
December (see E.P.S. No. 47, 1947) is including in the Convention of the United 
Nations the inalienable rights of "freedom of religion, of conscience and of 
belief", and when Monsicur Jacques Maritain is declaring at the UNESCO Conference 
in Mexico that "men of different faiths... must recognise their mutual rights as 
co-citizens in the civilised community", it is urgently essential "for us to claim 
effective freedom of conscience for all men on this basis and by this right. 


"For the Protestants in Spain, in particular, we claim: the opportunity 
not only to keep their children away from Catholic religious instruction, but to 
ensure them a religious education in accordance with their convictions... We want 
their convictions to be respected... in the military service, in the hospitals 
and in prison. We want them to be able to bury their dead in accordance with 
their faith with a decent religious service, and to be guaranteed a suitable 
burial-place,. 


"Tn our opinion these are the minimum rights of which they should be 
effectively assured, and which at present they enjoy only precariously or not at 


all,' De eae Geneva 
UNITED STATES Orthodox Academy 


The first Academy to train Russian Orthodox priests at the university 
level and to teach Russian religious thought and philosophy in the United States 
will be established in Union Theological Seminary, which is affiliated with 
Columbia University. 


The Academy, now known as St Vladimir's Russian Urthodox Theological 
Seminary, will open in September 1948. Although in the building of Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary it will be entirely independent. Bishop John of brooklyn, Bishop 
Andrei of the Bulgarian Urthodox Uhurch in America, and bishop Nicolas of the 
Serbian Orthodox Church in America were present at the announcement ceremonies. 
Bishop John said that "such a centre would serve to spread the light of under- 
standing to combat materialism on the one hand and on the other to express the 
noblest hopes and spiritual objectives of Urthodox peoples." 


Top-ranking scholars will be invited to the United States to teach at the 
Academy. These will include the Very Rev. George Florovsky, of the Orthodox 
Theological Academy in Paris, Professor E,.V. Spectorsky, former president of 
Kiev University, and Professor N.S, Arseniev, formerly of Warsaw University. 


The elevation of St Vladimir's Seminary, which was founded in 1937 and 
has a student body of ten, into an Academy was approved by the Council of Bishops 


of the Russian Orthodox Church in America. HPsSe Geneva 
GREECE Religious Broadcasts 


Twice a week religious broadcasts have been inaugurated by the Athens 
Radio Station. Programmes will feature talks by Greek Urthodox churchmen on the 
importance of Christianity in solving modern socit]. problems. E.P.o. Geneva 
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FRANCE "Christ, the Unknown" 


Pastor Mare Boegner, President of the French Protestant Federation, has 
asked Pastor Pierre Maury this year to take charge of the Lent sermons which have 
been given since 1928 in the church of Passy. The subject chosen by Pastor Maury 
is: "Jesus Christ, the Unknown." The six sernons will be broadcast by 'Radio- 
Diffusion Frangaise" (national programme) at 6 o'clock on Friday evenings, 
February 13, 20 and 27, and March 5, 12 and 19, The sermon on Good Friday, to be 
broadcast at the same time, will be delivered by Pastor Koegner. &.P.S. Geneva 


UNITED STATES A "Unity Study Meeting" 


An ecumenical conference of Protestant church leaders of the United States 
and Canada was held in Washington, D.C. on January 5, 1948 at the National 
Cathedral (Episcopal) under the auspices of the American Committee for the World 
Council of Churches. 


Dr Herman N.« Morse, administrative secretary of the Board of National’ 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. presided during discussion of 
the "extension and deepening of cooperative Christian unity through delegation 
of further corporate functions and responsibility by member communions to the 
representative agency", 


Unofficially, the suggestion envisages the delegation of additional 
administrative responsibilities to such a representative agency as the Federal 
Council of Churches, or, following the merger, the proposed National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. 


Prominent in these discussions were Dr J. Quinter Miller, associate 
general secretary of the Federation Council of Churches, Dean Luther a. Weigle 
ef the Yale Divinity School, Dr Douglas Horton, chairman of the American Commit- 
tee for the World Council of Churches and minister of the General Council of the 
Congregational Christian Churches, Dr Hugh Chamberlain Burr, secretary of the 
Rochester (N.Y.) Federation of Churches. 


A report on "negotiations looking towards a union of the United Church of 
Ganada and the Church of England in Canada" was presented by the United Church's 


general secretary, Dr Gordon 4, Sisco of Toronto. HeP.5,.Geneva 
GERMANY Reorganisation of Missionary Societies to the 
Jews 


At a meeting of representatives of the different German Missionary 
Societies to the Jews held in Hanover on January 9, 1948, it was unanimously 
agreed to constitute a German Committee on the Christian Approach to the Jews. 
It was agreed moreover to request the German Missionary Council to give recogni- 
tion to this Committee and to admit it as an affiliate in the membership of the 
German Missionary Council, The latter, at its meeting in Rethel-HKielefeld, on 
January 15, agreed to do this. . E.P.S. Geneva 
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UNITED STATES Separation of Church and State 


A new Protestant organisation has issued a manifesto urging reaffirmation 
of the American principle of separation of Church and State. Calling itself th:Pro- 
testants and Usher Americans for the Separation of Church and State, the group 
declared that the Roman Catholic Church was seeking to "fracture the constitution- 
al principle" in securing support for its parochial schools froin the public 
treasury. 


Contending that religious freedom in the U.S.A. sprang from the separation 
of Church and State, the manifesto demands that free transporation, lunches, text- 
books and other aids to sectarian education be abrogated and that the President- 
ial representation at the Vatican be discontinued. "Protestants and Other 
Americans United", concludes the manifesto, "respectfully demand that Congress 
shall not... abdicate its responsibility to defend the Constitution regardless of 
political pressure on the part of any sectarian interests," 


The new organisation profess not to be anti-Catholic in a religious sense. 
It asserted that its opposition to the tactics of this Church was confined to the 
political arena, Those signing the manifesto are all well known in Protestant 
circles but the document made it plain that Jews and Roman Catholics also were 
invited to join in the interest of maintaining freedom of religion. Among the 
Signatories are Dr John A. Mackay, President of Princeton Theological Seminary, 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam, Dr Charles Clayton Morrison, former editor of "The 
Christian Century", etc. 


The following programme of immediate objectives was set forth: 


"To enlighten public opinion in support of religious liberty... To resist 
every attempt by law or the administration of law further to widen the breach in 
the wall of separation of Church and State... To work for the repeal of any law... 
which sanctions the granting of aid to Church schools from the public school 
treasury eee 


"In seeking these objectives we are determined to pursue a course that 
cannot be justly characterised as anti-Catholic, or as motivated by anti-Catholic 
animosity. As Protestants, we can be called anti-Catholic only in the sense in 
which every Roman Catholic is anti-Protestant. Profound differences separate us 
in the area of religious faith, but these differences have no relevancy in the 
pursuit of our objectives as clearly defined in this manifesto. The issue of 
separation of Church and State has arisen in the political area and we propose to 
meet it there." 


The executive committee will be elected annually by an advisory board of 


100 members from the various parts of the country. E.P.5S. Geneva 
YUGOSLAVIA "The Church's Mission" 


In a message sent on the occasion of* the Eastern Orthodox Christmas (Jan. 
7, 1948) and read in the churches of Yugoslavia, Patriarch Gavrilo, head of the 
Church, together with Metropolitan Josip of Skoplje, Metropolitan Damaskin of 
Zagreb, Bishop Jovan of Nish and Bishop Vikentije of otrumica declared the in- 
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tention of the Church to keep aloof from political matters, but to do all it can 
to promote the general spiritual and material welfare of the Yugoslav people. 


"Christ's mission is not to solve the questions of this world, nor to de- 
cide whether Rome, Jerusalem or Babylon should rule", the message declared, "His 
task is not to assert the rights of one people at the expense of another, but 
rather to establish an empire of truth, righteousness and love among all people." 


One of the characteristics of the Serbian Orthodox Church, the message 
goes on, "is that as a people's institution, it must spread love so widely that 
love of individuals for one another, fcr thvir families, friends and neighbours, 
will be unified into one greater love - love their people and their fatherland. 


"The fatherland is a unity of both physical and spiritual attributes held 
in love and esteem by the Church, Our country is the mother of us all, and under 
her roof, all of us, her sons and daughters, should live and work in concord, 
brotherhood and unity for the sake of our general welfare and progress, In co- 
operation with all citizens of our State, we should each play his part in contri- 


buting to order, work, peace and blessedness." E.P.S. Geneva 
ROUMANTA Church and State 


The Praesidiua of the Roumanian People's Republic - the Council of five 
set up after King Michael's abdication - accompanied by Premier Groza and Minister 
of Cults Stanciu Stoian paid a visit to Patriarch Nicodim, head of the Roumanian 
Orthodox Church. After expressing New Y.ar's greetings to the Patriarch, Mr. 
Groza said; "The Church is an institution with permanent usefulness in the life 
of the people. It is a part of the State itself keeping pace with the spirit of 
the times, The Orthodox Uhristian Church, having always understood this, will 
surely understand it this time,!"! 


Representatives of the Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Greek Catholic, Baptist 
and other Protestant Churches gathered in Bucharest to take an oath of allegiance 
to the new Republic. They took the oath in the presence of the Minister of Cults, 
the formula of allegiance being the same as that used by State employees. In 
some cases, religious leaders added additional assurances of fidelity to the new 


Government, BeP.S.» Geneva 
GERMANY Church Life inEast Prussia 


The "Evangelical Press Service" of Bethel-Bielefeld (Jan. 14, 1948) writes 
that huge mass-transports containing Germans who have been ejected from the 
Russian-occupied part of East Prussia have arrived in the Eastern Zone of Germany. 
It is expected that all the Germans will shortly have evacuated the KSnigsberg 
district. The fugitives were wumanimous in reporting that in Kaliningrad (KOnigs- 
berg) and district regular church services were being held without any interference 
from the Soviet authorities. They were frequently attended by Russians, who some~ 
times even had their children baptised by German pastors. If pastors do not do 
anything besides church work they do not receive any ration-cards; some of them 
are therefore working as civil servants, and others as welfare officers in hospit- 
als, In this connection it may be mentioned that in the city of Kaliuiugrad there 
is 2 Catholic hospital, in addition to a large Protestant hospital. 

HeP.S. Geneva 
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